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PRESIDENT: Senator Higgins.

SENATOR HI GGINS: Thank you , Nr. P r e s i d e n t . Sen at o r
Hoagland, I would like to ask, you made the statement that
t hi s b i l l o r t h i s l aw wou l d a p p ly t o everyone , doc t o r s,
lawyers, judges, state senators, everyone . Th i s i s t r ue ?

SENATOR HOAGLAND: The mandatory provisions, that is right,
Senator .

SENATOR HIGGINS: But by the same token, it is true that the
mandatory provision, the judge can give you probation on it.

SENATOR HOAGLAND: It is kind of confusing reading the bill,
Senator Hi gg i n s . The r e are two levels of mandatory
provisions. The first level set out on page 4 o f t h e bi l l
c an b e su sp e nded b y t he j udge and y o u can b e pu t on
p robat i o n . Then l at er i n t h e b i l l , page s 8 t hrough 1 0 s e t
out those provisions of current statute that describe how
when the judge does suspend those and puts you o n probat i o n ,
a condition of probation has to be 60-day license suspension
for first offenders and the other things I mentioned for
second and third offenders.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you. In that case, where the judge
has that, there i s really no guarantee that those with
pol i t i c al i nf l u en c e o r i nf l u en c e o f po we r w o u l d n o t b e g i v e n
probation. So it truly would not apply t o ever ybody . The
everyday b l u e co l l ar worker, he might get the mandatory
minimum sentence wheieas an attorney, and I have seen this
h ippen t ep e a t i d l y i » l i te r otl l t s , b er at l : ; r l ie i -. s it o f f l c e l ' o f
t he court, is dealt with less severely. I remem ber
p ar t i c u l ar l y i n Omah a on e at t o r n e y wh o h ad s i x DWIs.
F ina l l y on t he s i x t h one, they gave him a jail sentence
because he killed somebody. B ut bec ause h e wa s a n at t o r ne y ,
they said we are not. going to put you i n that crowded
Douglas County jail. So they sent him out to the Fremont
j a i l . Now I a s k y ou , i s t h at de al i ng wi t h ev e r y o n e t he same
way? S o I t h i n k wh e n j ud g e s l o o k at attorneys, maybe they
look at them a little differently, o r pe rhaps when t h e y l oo k
at the president of a l a rg e c o r p o r a t i o n , or t h e y l ook at
other people that are dressed nicely, as long as they truly
aren't mandatory in every sense, a nd i n so m e c a se s t h e y c a n
be given probation, it isn't what I woul d ca l l j u s t and
fair. Also on a first offense, I coul d h av e b ee n gi v en a
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